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USEF Rule Changes for Dressage  

Competition Year 2010 

Figure 1. Bits Permitted in Dressage. 

Permitted Nosebands and Bridles: 

5. Combined noseband (no throatlatch). Permit-

ted for use at any level (including 

USEF High Performance classes) and in warm-up 

with either a snaffle or double 

bridle, as appropriate for the level. When used as 

a double bridle, the lower strap of 

the noseband (flash attachment pictured above 

with the snaffle), is not permitted. 

 

DR120 Dress. [Chapter DR. Dressage Division]  

Effective immediately: 

3. At all test levels, riders may wear jackets in other  

colors within the international HSV color scale, as  

described in FEI Dressage Regulations, Art. 427.1.  

Contrast coloring and piping is allowed. Hats, stocks, ties, gloves and riding boots 

may be the same color as the coat. [é] 

 

6. In extreme heat and/or humidity in all classes including FEI classes at National 

Competitions, management can allow competitors to show without jackets. 

However, competitors must wear a regulation hat and solid or nearly solid white or 

very pale colored long or short sleeved shirt with collar, without neckwear, and 

without decoration except as described under .12 below. T-shirts are not permitted. 

Members of the Armed Services or police units may wear summer uniforms. [é] 

 

10. Cooling vests may only be worn underneath a riding jacket with the following 

exception: If coats are waived, a white or very light solid-colored cooling or 

lightweight vest may be worn over a riding shirt as specified in DR120.6. 

 

DR121 Saddlery and Equipment. [Chapter DR. 

Dressage Division] Effective immediately:  

6. Only those bits listed with Figure 1 are allowed. At 

any level of competition, a cavesson noseband may 

never be so tightly fixed that it causes severe irritation 

to the skin, and must be adjusted to allow at least two 

fingers under the noseband on the side of the face 

under the cheekbone. Cavesson nosebands may be 

used with a chin pad. At any level of competition, a 

browband may be multicolored and may be 

decorated with metal, beads, gemstones and crystals. 

Micklem Bridle. Permitted 

for use at any level where 

snaffles are permitted. Not 

permitted for use as a double 

bridle. Bit clips may not be 

used with this bridle. 




